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government," and if the negroes should vote they
would be controlled by a few whites. A kindly dispo-
sition toward the negroes was general except on the
part of extreme Unionists, who opposed any favors
to the race. "This is a white man's country" was a
doctrine to which all the conventions subscribed.

The conventions held brief sessions, completed
their work, and adjourned, after directing that
elections be held for state and local officers and
for members of Congress. Before December the
appointed local officials had been succeeded by
elected officers; members of Congress were on their
way to Washington; the state legislatures were
assembling or already in session; and the elected
governors were ready to take office. It was under-
stood that as soon as enough state legislatures rati-
fied the Thirteenth Amendment to make it a part
of the Constitution, the President would permit
the transfer of authority to the new governors.
The Legislature of Mississippi alone was recalci-
trant about the amendment, and before January,
1866, the elected officials were everywhere in-
stalled except in Texas, where the work was not
completed until March. When Congress met in
December, 1865, the President reported that all
former Confederate States except Texas were